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Aloe and Agave Pests

Succulents like aloes and agaves are common 
landscape plants throughout much of 

California and are prized both for their beauty 
and their drought tolerant features. Unfortunately 
there are several arthropod pests that can damage 
or even kill these hardy plants. Below are three 
pests you should be aware of if you have either 
aloes or agaves in your yard or garden.

Agave snout weevil
Agave snout weevil (Scyphophorus acupunctatus) 
(Figure 1) is a serious pest of agave that can rapid-
ly kill plants (Figure 2). Adults bore holes into the 
base of agave plants (Figure 3) and lay eggs that 
hatch into larvae. The larvae feed on the plant, 
tunneling into the base and destroying roots and 
other tissue. Larval feeding and secondary infec-
tions that develop within larval feeding wounds 
usually kill affected plants. Many kinds of agave are 
susceptible, including full grown Agave americana. 

Unfortunately, it is difficult to detect agave snout 
weevil infestations before symptoms develop. 
Often the first signs of a weevil infestation will be 
entire plants separating from their roots or col-
lapsing. Be vigilant for the small entrance holes 
that adults leave at the base of plants, or for 
dying leaves or discoloration low on the plant. 
Both of these signs indicate that a weevil infes-
tation is in progress. Remove infested plants 
and discard the soil around the roots to remove 
any remaining weevils, their larvae, and pupae. 
Finally, agave snout weevils prefer agave with large 
to medium-sized leaves, so consider plantings 
narrow-leafed varieties in your area if weevils are 
consistent issues. 

Figure 1. Adult agave snout 
weevil.

Figure 2. Large landscape 
agave killed by agave snout 

weevils. 
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Aloe and Agave Pests   continued from p. 1

Aloe mite
Aloe mite (Aceria aloinis), also known as aloe gall mite, is 
a microscopic pest (Figure 4) that lives on the surfaces of 
aloe leaves and flower stalks. While these mites are too 
small to see without magnification, the damage caused by 
their feeding is readily apparent. Aloe mite feeding caus-
es tumorlike growths (Figure 5), bubbly distortions, and 
clusters of tightly packed new leaves growing together 
(Figure 6) on numerous species and varieties of aloe and 
the aloelike succulents Gasteria and Haworthia. Aloe mites 
can stunt plant growth. The distortions they cause are 
permanent, although they rarely kill the plant. 

When it comes to controlling aloe mites, first consider 
how much damage you are willing to tolerate. If you are 
fine with some distortions on your aloes, then it may not 
be worth your time or effort to manage. If you are con-
cerned about damage or have particularly susceptible 
plants, prevention and sanitation measures will produce 
the greatest impacts. Aloe mites are so small they can 
travel on air currents, so take care when moving infested 
material since mites may drift off. Monitor your aloes reg-
ularly so you catch any symptoms early and can act quick-
ly to prevent aloe mite populations from building up. This 
is especially important since it can take weeks or months 
after an aloe mite infestation begins before symptoms 
appear. Remove infested aloes or cut out pieces of dis-
torted tissue and dispose of them in an area downwind of 
other aloes.

Numerous miticides can control aloe mites, including 
commercially available insecticidal soap. Other products 
that can only be applied by licensed applicators have also 
been shown to be effective against aloe mites. No matter 
what insecticide is being used, it is important to get very 
thorough coverage when applying any miticides to reach 
all aloe mites hidden on the plant. Apply miticides to in-
fested aloes and to aloes near infested aloes where mites 
may have spread. While some natural enemies like pred-
ator mites can feed on aloe mites, it is unclear whether 
they will reduce aloe mite populations. 

Agave mite
Agave mites (Oziella sp.) are also called grease mites and 
are similar overall to aloe mites. Agave mites feed on the 
surface of leaves but live hidden at the very base of agave 

Figure 3. Entrance hole, indicated by an arrow, at 
the base of an agave plant created by the agave 

snout weevil.

Figure 4. Aloe mites and their eggs seen under 
high magnification.

Figure 5. Damage caused by aloe mite feeding.

Figure 6. Closeup damage caused by aloe mite feeding.

leaves or deep inside the core of the plant. 
Agave mite feeding causes greasy streaks 
and lesions on leaves (Figure 7). In severe 
infestations, they can stunt plant growth, 
cause the core to collapse, and sometimes 
even kill the plant. The full host range of 
agave mites is not known, but they seem to 
prefer agave with a powdery blue appear-
ance and medium-sized leaves. 

continued on page 3
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Common examples of susceptible agave 
include blue glow agave and Parry’s agave. 

As with aloe mites, consider how much 
damage you are willing to tolerate. While 
damage symptoms are permanent, mite 
infestations sometimes disappear on their 
own for unknown reasons. Agave mites 
usually don’t kill agave, but severe infesta-
tions can kill particularly susceptible plants. 
Managing agave mites is difficult; since 
agave mites are protected within the core 
of the agave, most miticides don’t provide 
control. Prevention and sanitation will be 
your best management tools. 

Strongly consider removing infested agave 
plants and be careful when moving them 
since like aloe mites, agave mites may be 
spread by the wind. Be vigilant for agave 
mite damage and try to detect infestations 
as early as possible since agave mites 
will be present for 3–5 months on a plant 
before symptoms appear. While most 
miticides will not cure existing infestations, 
experiments in commercial nurseries show 
some can be applied preventatively to 
protect uninfected plants. This may also be 
true of other contact miticides, and home 
gardeners can consider applying products 
insecticidal soap to agave close to infest-
ed agave as a preventative treatment. As 
with aloe mites, some natural enemies like 
predator mites may feed on agave mites, 
although it is unclear whether this preda-
tion will significantly reduce agave mite 
populations. 

—Eric Middleton,  
Area IPM Advisor,  

UCCE San Diego, 
egmiddleton@ucanr.edu

All photos by EG MiddletonFigure 7. Parry’s agave with symptoms of agave mite feeding.

Aloe and Agave Pests   continued from p. 3
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Just a Kiss? Kissing Bugs in Summer

continued on page 5
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As the weather heats up, insects become more 
active and abundant. People will encounter 

different species of insects depending on where 
they live. For example, individuals living in urban 
centers may only routinely see insects that thrive 
around humans, such as ants, roaches, and flies, 
while those that live in suburban and rural areas 
with more open space will cross paths with a much 
broader variety of species. One summertime insect 
that occasionally enters rural homes or those built 
near undeveloped wildlands is called the kissing 
bug. Never heard of kissing bugs? Well, they aren’t 
insects you really want to kiss!

About kissing bugs
Kissing bugs (also called “conenose bugs”) are 
blood-sucking insects found throughout the 
Americas, including most states in the southern 
half of the U.S. In California, three species of kiss-
ing bugs occupy a variety of natural habitats from 
the coast to foothill and mountain areas, as well as 
deserts; the “western conenose”, Triatoma pro-
tracta, is the most common and widespread of the 
three. These insects live in close association with 
vertebrate animals, especially rodents, where they 
feed exclusively on their host’s blood.

On warm summer and fall evenings, adult kiss-
ing bugs  may take flight in search of new hosts. 
Like many nocturnal insects, they are attracted to 
artificial lights and may then enter homes through 
open windows or gaps under doors. Once inside, 
kissing bugs search for a host and often find their 
way to couches and beds where they feed on peo-
ple and pets while they rest or sleep. 

What to look for
Kissing bugs have a flattened, dark brown or black 
body, a long, cone-shaped head, and short, thin 
legs. Adult kissing bugs are about ½ inch long and 
have wings folded on their backs, while juvenile 
life stages are wingless. There are other insects in 
North America that, at first glance, resemble kiss-
ing bugs. These are mainly harmless plant-feeding 
species, but the so-called assassin bugs can deliver 
a painful bite. Closer inspection of these imposters 

Kissing (conenose) bug, Triatoma protracta.

usually reveals features that kissing bugs do not 
have such as bright coloration, thick hind legs, 
rounded head, or antennae with thick or clubbed 
ends. However, there are some harmless species 
that are much more difficult to tell apart without 
experience.

Just a kiss?
Kissing bugs feed only on the blood of vertebrates, 
with a preference for rodents, but will feed on 
many species including humans. They inject an-
esthetic saliva with their needlelike mouthparts 
through the skin to suck up blood without disturb-
ing the host.Their bites are usually painless, and 
many people may never know they were bitten. 
However, some people experience allergies to the 
bug’s saliva with a range of reactions. Mild reac-
tions are most common and may include redness 
and irritation of the skin, itching, and swelling 

Assassin bug, Zelus sp., a kissing bug lookalike. 
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Kissing Bugs   continued from p. 4

around the bite area within 24 to 48 hours. A 
much smaller percentage of people may experi-
ence more severe reactions after a bite, including 
anaphylaxis, which can be very serious and cause 
difficulty breathing. People who have severe aller-
gies and live in areas where kissing bugs are com-
mon, or who have experienced severe reactions 
to kissing bug bites in the past, should talk to a 
healthcare provider about the need to carry or use 
an injectable epinephrine device (like an “EpiPen”) 
for use in emergencies. 

Kissing bugs are also infamous for transmitting the 
parasite that causes Chagas disease. Chagas dis-
ease transmission is very rare in the United States, 
but it is a concern in rural areas of Latin America, 
including in Mexico, Central America, and South 
America. The blood parasite that causes Chagas 
disease only comes from the feces of an infected 
kissing bug. A person must scratch or rub fresh 
kissing bug feces into their eyes, nose, mouth, or a 
break in the skin to become infected with the par-
asite. A person cannot get Chagas disease directly 
from the bite of a kissing bug.

Learn more about Chagas disease:  
www.cdc.gov/chagas/about/index.html 

Keeping bugs where they belong—outside
Kissing bugs in California usually only encounter 
people who live outside of city centers, such as 
along the edges of suburban developments, or in 
more sparsely populated areas. Homes near or 
surrounded by natural habitats are likely to at-
tract these insects on warm evenings. Fortunately, 
kissing bugs in California are not known to infest 
homes, and thus are usually limited to the status 
of an unwelcome seasonal visitor. In rare cases, a 
female kissing bug may enter a home and lay a few 
eggs that result in offspring that will survive with 
regular blood meals. 

Nobody wants blood-sucking insects in their 
homes or wants to risk a severe allergic reac-
tion from bites. If you live in an area with kissing 
bugs, or think they could be in the environment 
around your home, follow these steps to minimize 

attracting bugs to your home, prevent bugs from 
entering, and protect yourself from bites:

	✽ Seal windows and doors with weather stripping, 
sealant, and caulk to close all cracks. 

	✽ Install tight-fitting door sweeps or brushes 
underneath exterior doors. 

	✽ Make sure window screens, door screens, and 
pet doors fit tightly. Seal any gaps where bugs 
might be able to crawl through. 

	✽ Add screens to chimneys, attic and crawl space 
vents, and other potential entry points to 
prevent rodents and other small animals from 
living inside your home. Kissing bugs can be 
attracted to and breed in rodent nests. 

	✽ Reduce the brightness of outdoor lighting and 
consider replacing outdoor lights with yellow, 
warm-tone, or low-UV light bulbs that are less 
attractive to night-flying insects. 

	✽ Clean up clutter around and from under your 
home that could attract and harbor rodents and 
kissing bugs. Store piles of firewood away from 
the house.

	✽ Avoid hitchhiking kissing bugs: check firewood 
and other outdoor items before carrying them 
into the house.

	✽ Use light-colored bedsheets and check bedding 
before going to sleep.

In homes surrounded by natural habitats, reduce the 
brightness of outdoor lighting so kissing bugs aren’t 

attracted to the light. 
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Kissing Bugs   continued from p. 5

If you follow these suggestions but still have a 
problem with kissing bugs inside of your home, 
you may need to call a licensed pest control com-
pany to inspect and treat your home for pests.

For more information about kissing bugs, visit: 

	✽ California Department of Public Health 
Conenose (Kissing) Bugs and Chagas Disease 
webpage: cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/
Pages/Conenose-Kissing-Bugs.aspx

	✽ CDC Information on Species of Triatomine Bugs 
in the United States:  
cdc.gov/chagas/hcp/species/

	✽ Texas A&M University – Kissing Bugs & Chagas 
Disease in the United States FAQ:  
kissingbug.tamu.edu/FAQ/

	✽ UC IPM Pest Notes: Conenose Bugs: 
ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7455.html

—Marco Metzger, 
 California Department of Public Health, 

Marco.Metzger@cdph.ca.gov

2025 Invasive Species Webinar Mini-Series

Invasive species are reshaping California’s 
natural and urban landscapes. This webinar 

mini-series explores the many fronts of invasion, 
from harmful garden pests and aquatic hitchhikers 
to destructive tree pests, invasive weeds, and the 
policies that guide prevention and response.  

Join us from 11am–12pm on the first Wednesday 
of each month to learn about invasive pests 
and their impacts in California. Upcoming topics 
include: 

	✽ Protect California’s Waters from Invasive 
Species 

	✽ The Growing Threat to Our Trees
	✽ Weeds, Wildlands, & Wildfires
	✽ How Invasive Pests Are Managed in California

This webinar mini-series is free and open to the 
public, but advance registration is required. 

All webinars will be recorded and posted to our 
YouTube channel  
www.youtube.com/@UCIPM/videos.

Register for the series at ucanr.edu/site/urban-community-ipm-webinars/2025-invasive-species-mini-series.

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Conenose-Kissing-Bugs.aspx
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/Conenose-Kissing-Bugs.aspx
http://www.cdc.gov/chagas/hcp/species/
http://kissingbug.tamu.edu/FAQ/
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7455.html
http://ipm.ucanr.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7455.html
mailto:Marco.Metzger@cdph.ca.gov 
http://www.youtube.com/@UCIPM/videos
http://ucanr.edu/site/urban-community-ipm-webinars/2025-invasive-species-mini-series
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Invasive Pest Spotlight: Golden Mussel
The invasive pest spotlight focuses on emerging 

or potential invasive pests in California. In this 
issue we are covering the golden mussel.

Golden mussel facts
The golden mussel is a bivalve mollusk that lives 
in fresh and brackish water. Adults are roughly 
the size of a thumb nail (up to 1¾ inches long) and 
range in color from dark brown to gold. Adults 
spawn several times per year and can produce 
thousands of offspring, free-swimming planktonic 
larvae. As they mature, they attach to underwater 
surfaces like rocks and boat hulls, forming dense 
colonies. Golden mussels are filter feeders. They 
eat organic matter like algae and plankton that 
float through the water.

Golden mussels clog pipes, boat motors and other 
man-made objects. This damages water convey-
ance infrastructure, agricultural irrigation, pow-
er plant cooling systems, and recreation areas. 
Golden mussels can also reduce water quality, dis-
place native species, and contribute to the growth 
of toxic algal blooms. Though they are similar in 
appearance and impact to quagga and zebra mus-
sels (other invasive bivalves in California), golden 
mussels can tolerate a wider range of environmen-
tal conditions and have the potential to spread 
faster and to more areas.

What can you do?
Golden mussels spread through the movement 
of infested water and equipment. Inspect, clean, 
drain, and dry watercraft and related equipment 
before and after use. To suppress this pest and 
prevent it from spreading, state agencies have 
temporarily closed some lakes and reservoirs 
and implemented mandatory boat inspections in 
certain areas.

Golden mussel adults. 

Golden mussels clogging a plastic tube. 

If you see the golden mussel in California, report it 
to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
Take clear, close-up photos of the mussels with 
an item of known size for scale, like a pencil. To 
report observations and for more information, visit 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
webpage about the golden mussel at wildlife.ca.gov/
Conservation/Invasives/Species/Golden-Mussel. 

—Lindsey Hack, 
 Invasive Species Educator, UC IPM,  

lmhack@ucanr.edu

For more information about 
managing pests, contact your 
University of California Cooperative 
Extension office, or visit the UC IPM 
website at ipm.ucanr.edu.  

ANR NONDISCRIMINATION AND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION POLICY STATEMENT
It is the policy of the University of California (UC) and the UC Division of Agriculture & Natural 

Resources not to engage in discrimination against or harassment of any person in any of its programs 
or activities. (Complete nondiscrimination policy statement can be found at https://ucanr.edu/sites/

anrstaff/Diversity/Affirmative_Action/Resources/Policy-related_downloads/). Inquiries regarding ANR’s 
nondiscrimination policies may be directed to UCANR, Affirmative Action Compliance Officer, University 
of California, Agriculture and Natural Resources, 2801 Second Street, Davis, CA 95618, (530) 750-1343.
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