
Quick Tips

Termites
Termites are among the pests most 
feared by homeowners.
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Seeing swarms of flying termites 
does not always mean your home or 
building is infested. A professional 
inspection of the structure is usually 
required to confirm an infestation. If 
you suspect your home is infested, 
call a professional. Regular inspec-
tions every 3 to 5 years help detect 
infestations before they become 
damaging. Do-it-yourself pesticides 
for use against termites are generally 
not effective. 

Correct management depends on termite 
type and where they are found. 

•	 Subterranean: build nests in soil and infest wood that 
is in contact with soil or access wood via earthen shelter 
tubes.

•	 Dampwood: nest in very moist wood and soil and are 
most often found in cool, humid areas along the coast.

•	 Drywood: nest above ground in relatively dry wood such 
as lumber, utility poles, fences, and dead limbs on trees.

Is it a termite or a winged ant?
•	 Winged termites can easily be confused with winged, 

flying ants. 
•	 Learn the difference between antennae, wings, and waist 

to confirm that pest insects are termites and not ants. 

How do I keep termites out?
•	 Keep a 12-inch barrier of smooth concrete, coarse sand, 

or other inorganic material between the soil surface and 
structural wood under a building.

•	 Choose termite-resistant wood or use concrete footers for 
fences or structures that must contact soil.

•	 Remove wood piles, untreated fence posts, and buried 
scrap wood near structures.

•	 Provide ventilation to substructures and keep them dry.
•	 Immediately repair foundation cracks, plumbing leaks, 

faulty grades, and exterior defects in structural wood.
•	 Finish exterior wood using sealants or paint.

If termites invade your home:

•	 Destroy any shelter tubes that subterranean termites have 
built between soil and wood structures.

•	 Remove infested wood and drain excess water.
•	 For suspected or confirmed infestation, contact a profes-

sional for help. 

Termite control methods

•	 Most of the proven effective methods in California are for 
professional use only, so it’s best to hire a professional.

•	 Careful inspection is needed so colonies are detected 
and termite damage contained, especially for drywood 
termites.

•	 Nonchemical tactics such as wood replacement, heat, 
electrocution, and the use of desiccants should be 
considered before pesticides. These may be especially 
useful against drywood termites.

•	 Barrier applications of insecticides may be made around 
structural perimeters by professional applicators through 
trenching, drilling or rodding. 

•	 Insecticidal liquids, dusts, or foams can be directly 
injected into drywood termite galleries or sometimes into 
shelter tubes of subterranean termites. Desiccants, oils, 
pyrethroids, neonicotinoids, fipronil, and many other 
active ingredients may be used. 

•	 Whole-structure fumigation may sometimes be necessary 
when drywood termite infestation and damage are 
widespread. 

•	 Bait station systems can be effective in some cases but may 
take several months or even years to control the problem 
and must be followed up with regular monitoring.

•	 For more information, consult the Pest Notes: 
Subterranean and Other Termites and Drywood Termites.

What you do in your home and landscape 
affects our water and health.

•	 Minimize the use of pesticides that pollute our waterways 
and harm human health. 

•	 Use nonchemical alternatives or less toxic pesticide prod-
ucts whenever possible. 

•	 Read product labels carefully and follow instructions on 
proper use, storage, and disposal. 
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