
How To Use the Pesticide Active Ingredient Database 

The Pesticide Active Ingredient Database was designed by UC IPM for nonagricultural 
audiences applying or considering the application of pesticides around homes, gardens, 
structures, buildings, landscapes, and lawns. Users of this database include the general 
public, Master Gardeners, retail nursery and garden center staff, pest management 
professionals, landscapers, school site staff, public agencies, and more.  

The purpose of the database is to provide users with easy-to-understand information about 
commonly available pesticides, how they work, what pests they may control, and their 
toxicity to people, water quality, or pollinators.  

This guide explains how to use the database and its various features. 

1. This is the landing page for the database. The introduction briefly explains how to 
use the database and includes links to additional resources.  

 

https://ipm.ucanr.edu/home-and-landscape/pesticide-active-ingredients-database/#gsc.tab=0


2. One of these resources is the Pesticide Terms page. This page will help you 
understand pesticide terminology used in the database. 

 
 

3. On the landing page, there is an option to view by pesticide name or pesticide 
type. The default view shows the active ingredients grouped and listed by pesticide 
type (insecticides & miticides, herbicides, etc.). To see all active ingredients sorted 
alphabetically from A to Z, not in groups, select “View by: Pesticide Name”.  

 

https://ipm.ucanr.edu/home-and-landscape/pesticide-active-ingredients-database/pesticide-terms/#gsc.tab=0


 
 

4. Selecting an active ingredient from the landing page will take users to an active 
ingredient page. Each of these pages contain the information listed below. On the 
left side of the page, most of these are listed under “On this page” which will allow 
users to jump down to various sections.  

A. Common name of the active ingredient usually seen on the label 
B. Any synonyms or other names it may go by 
C. Pesticide type (herbicide, fungicide, insecticide, etc.) 
D. How does this active ingredient work? which briefly explains how the active 

ingredient affects the pest(s) it is designed to control. Some active ingredient 
pages may also include links to additional resources, such as this one which 
refers readers to the National Pesticide Information Center (NPIC) website 

E. Potential hazards this active ingredient poses to the environment, honey 
bees, and people or other mammals. Below the table is a legend that defines 
what the letters or symbols in the table represent 

F. Some pages include a Notes on Use section where any restrictions or 
special instructions about the active ingredient will be stated 

G. Safety Precautions which provide some general advice for using pesticides 
safely. Always read the pesticide product label for specific safety and 
personal protective equipment (PPE) requirements 

H. Pest Notes and Example Products allows users to see the UC IPM Pest 
Notes fact sheets that mention the active ingredient for control of a specific 
pest. For example, this active ingredient is mentioned in the Pest Notes: 
Catchweed Bedstraw as a management option. Next on the page are various 
example products that contain this active ingredient, separated by their 
availability to consumers versus licensed professionals   



I. Several of the sections listed above contain footnote references to sources 
of information, explanations or disclaimers  
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